Oxycodone Side Effects and Warnings:
What You Should Know A @
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Oxycodone is a prescription opioid medication used to treat certain types of moderate to
severe pain. Because opioids can cause serious side effects, dependence, and overdose,
oxycodone should be taken only as prescribed by a qualified healthcare professional. @

Common Oxycodone Side Effects &

Some people taking oxycodone may experience side effects such as:

Drowsiness or sleepiness

@ Nausea or vomiting

@ Dizziness or lightheadedness
) Constipation

(@ Headache

& Fatigue
@ Confusion or difficulty concentrating

The severity of side effects can vary depending on the individual, dose, other medications, and
overall health.

Serious Oxycodone Warnings 8


https://beonmed.com/pain-relief/oxycodone/

Oxycodone can cause serious or potentially life-threatening breathing problems,
particularly when treatment is started, after a dose increase, or when it is combined with other
substances that cause sedation.

Seek emergency medical attention if someone taking oxycodone develops:

(1 Slow, shallow, or difficult breathing

@ Extreme sleepiness or inability to wake up
@ Bluish or gray lips or skin

§ Severe weakness or loss of consciousness
A Signs of a possible overdose

If an opioid overdose is suspected, emergency medical services should be contacted
immediately. Naloxone, when available, can rapidly reverse an opioid overdose and may be
lifesaving.

Avoid Mixing Oxycodone With Alcohol {2 %

Combining oxycodone with alcohol can increase sedation and respiratory-depression risks.
Other medicines that cause significant drowsiness—particularly certain sedatives—can also
create dangerous interactions.

Always tell your doctor or pharmacist about all prescription medicines, over-the-counter
medicines, and supplements you use before taking oxycodone. @ @

Dependence, Tolerance, and Withdrawal /\

Oxycodone can lead to physical dependence and tolerance, even when used as directed.
Physical dependence means the body can adapt to the medication, so suddenly stopping it after
regular use may cause withdrawal symptoms.

Possible withdrawal symptoms include:

& Sweating

@ Nausea

& Anxiety or restlessness
@ Muscle aches

Chills

& Diarrhea

Sleep difficulties

Do not suddenly stop long-term oxycodone treatment without discussing it with your healthcare
professional. A clinician can determine whether the medication should be reduced gradually.



Who Should Take Extra Precautions? @

Tell your healthcare professional if you have breathing problems, sleep-related breathing
disorders, liver or kidney problems, a history of substance-use problems, or are taking other
medicines that can cause drowsiness.

Older adults may also be more sensitive to some opioid-related effects, including sedation and
falls.

Safe Use of Oxycodone (&

To reduce avoidable risks:

Take oxycodone exactly as prescribed.

Follow your healthcare professional's instructions about timing and dosage.

Keep the medication securely stored and away from children and other people.

Never share prescription oxycodone with another person.

Check with a pharmacist before combining it with another medication.

K Do not take more than prescribed.

K Do not combine it with alcohol unless your healthcare professional specifically advises you
otherwise.

&K Do not drive or operate machinery if you feel impaired.

Final Thoughts ()

Understanding oxycodone side effects and warnings is important for anyone who has been
prescribed this medication. Although oxycodone can provide effective pain relief for appropriate
patients, it also carries important risks, including sedation, respiratory depression, dependence,
and overdose.

If you have questions about your prescription, side effects, or possible drug interactions, speak
with your doctor or pharmacist rather than changing your treatment yourself. @ @

Important: This article is for general educational purposes and does not replace personalized
medical advice. If you suspect an opioid overdose or experience severe breathing difficulties,
seek emergency medical help immediately.



