Oxycodone Versus Other Pain
Medications: What You Should Know

S suy Now

Safety note: Oxycodone is a prescription opioid. Any purchase should be made
only through a legally authorized pharmacy with a valid prescription where
required.

When comparing oxycodone versus other pain medications, it is important to understand that
different medicines are appropriate for different types and levels of pain. Oxycodone is an
opioid pain reliever that can be prescribed for severe pain when other treatment options are
not sufficient. However, it also carries significant risks, including misuse, dependence,
respiratory depression, and overdose.

Q) What Is Oxycodone?

Oxycodone is an opioid analgesic that works by changing how the brain and nervous system
respond to pain. It is available in immediate-release and extended-release formulations,
depending on the specific product and medical situation.

Because of its risks, oxycodone should be used exactly as prescribed. Taking more than
prescribed or combining it with certain substances can increase the risk of serious harm. A\

8B Oxycodone vs. Non-Opioid Pain Medications
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Non-opioid medicines, such as acetaminophen and certain NSAIDs, are commonly used for
many types of pain. Depending on the underlying condition, these medicines may provide
adequate relief without the opioid-specific risks associated with oxycodone.

The FDA notes that non-opioid medicines and other treatments can provide effective pain
relief for a number of conditions without the risks associated with opioid medications.

However, the appropriate medication depends on factors such as the cause and severity of
pain, other medical conditions, and other medicines being taken. Qg

Oxycodone vs. Other Opioids

Oxycodone belongs to the same broad opioid class as medicines such as hydrocodone,
morphine, hydromorphone, and fentanyl. These medicines can differ in strength,
formulation, duration of action, approved uses, and individual response.

There is no universally appropriate opioid for every patient. A healthcare professional
considers the person's pain, medical history, previous medication exposure, and potential
risks before selecting treatment.

A Important Oxycodone Risks

Oxycodone can cause common side effects such as:

o Drowsiness

e @ Nausea or vomiting
e @ Dizziness

e ") Constipation

e () Tiredness

More serious risks include dangerously slowed breathing, misuse, addiction, overdose, and
death.

The risk of respiratory depression can be particularly concerning when opioids are combined
with alcohol, benzodiazepines, or other central nervous system depressants. © {9

Qe How Doctors Choose Between Pain Medications



When deciding between oxycodone and another pain medication, healthcare professionals
may consider:

e The underlying cause of pain

e Severity and duration of pain

e Previous treatments and their effectiveness
e Other medical conditions

e (Current medications

e Potential drug interactions

e Risk of opioid misuse or dependence

e [Expected duration of treatment

The FDA recommends discussing both opioid and non-opioid options with a healthcare
professional when considering treatment for pain.

(® Safe Use Matters

If oxycodone has been prescribed to you:

Take it exactly as directed.

Keep it securely stored and away from children and others.

Tell your doctor and pharmacist about your other medications.

Ask about possible interactions before starting another medicine.

K Do not share your prescription.

&K Do not take more than prescribed.

& Do not combine it with alcohol unless specifically advised by your healthcare professional.

If someone taking oxycodone develops extremely slow or difficult breathing, cannot be
awakened, or shows other signs of an overdose, seek emergency medical assistance
immediately. Naloxone can reverse an opioid overdose and may be lifesaving.

Click here to buy now
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