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Oxycodone is a prescription opioid medication used to manage certain types of severe pain
when an opioid may be appropriate. Because oxycodone can cause serious side effects,
dependence, misuse, and potentially fatal overdose, it should be taken only according to a
healthcare professional's instructions.

Q) What Is Oxycodone?

Oxycodone belongs to a group of medicines called opioid analgesics. It works by changing
how the brain and nervous system respond to pain.

Oxycodone is available in several formulations, including immediate-release products and
certain extended-release products. The specific formulation prescribed depends on the patient's
medical situation and treatment plan.

Q@ Why Is Oxycodone Prescribed?

Doctors may prescribe oxycodone when pain is severe enough to require an opioid pain
medicine and other treatments are not providing adequate relief or cannot be tolerated.

The decision to prescribe an opioid depends on factors such as:

The cause and severity of the pain

Previous pain treatments

Other medical conditions

Other medications being taken

Potential risks associated with opioid treatment
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/\ Important Oxycodone Warnings

Oxycodone can cause serious or life-threatening breathing problems, particularly when
treatment begins, after a dose increase, or if too much medicine is taken.

A Seek emergency medical help if someone taking oxycodone has:

1 Slow, shallow, or difficult breathing
Extreme sleepiness or difficulty waking
@ Bluish or gray lips or skin

@ Loss of consciousness

A Other signs of a possible overdose

Naloxone or nalmefene may be used to reverse an opioid overdose. Patients and household
members should ask a healthcare professional about having an appropriate rescue medication
available.

@ Avoid Alcohol and Dangerous Drug Combinations

Alcohol can increase the dangerous effects of oxycodone. Certain other medicines and
substances can also increase the risk of excessive sedation, respiratory depression, coma, or
death.

Always tell your doctor and pharmacist about prescription medicines, over-the-counter
products, vitamins, supplements, and herbal products you take.

Common Side Effects

Possible side effects of oxycodone include:

@ Nausea or vomiting
Sleepiness

@ Dizziness

© Tiredness or weakness
(@ Headache

) Constipation

Tell your healthcare professional if side effects are severe, persistent, or concerning.

™ Taking Oxycodone Safely

If your doctor prescribes oxycodone:



Take it exactly as prescribed.

Keep it in a secure location away from children and other people.

Follow your pharmacist's instructions carefully.

Discuss all other medications with your healthcare professional.

Ask about naloxone or other opioid-overdose rescue medication when appropriate.
&K Never take more than prescribed.

X Never share your prescription with another person.

& Do not change the dose or frequency without medical advice.

K Do not suddenly stop regular opioid treatment without talking to your doctor.

/\ Dependence and Withdrawal

Regular oxycodone use can lead to physical dependence. Suddenly stopping or rapidly
reducing the medication after regular use can cause withdrawal symptoms, including
restlessness, sweating, chills, muscle aches, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, anxiety, and sleep
difficulties.

A healthcare professional can determine whether the medication should be reduced gradually.

<& Driving and Daily Activities

Oxycodone can cause drowsiness, dizziness, or impaired alertness. Do not drive, operate
machinery, or perform potentially dangerous activities until you know how the medicine affects
you.

(® Storage and Disposal

Keep oxycodone in its original container and store it securely and out of reach of children and
other people. Unused medication should be disposed of through an appropriate medicine
take-back program when available.

[T Final Thoughts

This oxycodone prescription medication guide provides general information about the
medicine, its uses, possible side effects, and important safety warnings. Oxycodone can be an
appropriate prescription treatment for certain severe pain conditions, but it requires careful
medical supervision because of the risks associated with opioid medications.

Always follow the instructions provided with your specific prescription and speak with your
doctor or pharmacist if you have questions about dosage, interactions, side effects, or stopping

treatment. @ @



Medical disclaimer: This article is for general educational purposes and does not replace
advice from a qualified healthcare professional or the Medication Guide supplied with your
prescription.
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Medical disclaimer: This article is for general educational purposes and does not replace
advice from a qualified healthcare professional or the Medication Guide supplied with your
prescription.



