
While Fall may not be in the air where you live, the calendar tells us it is here 
and all that goes with the change of seasons. One constant is the mission of 
ABOHN which is to promote a standard of excellence in occupational health 
nursing through credentialing. I am very much honored to not only serve as a 
member of the ABOHN Board, but also to serve as its Chair as we carry out this 
mission.                 
 
In June we said goodbye to two Board members,  Wanda Smiling and Noreen 
Olson. We appreciate all they have done for ABOHN to promote occupational 
health nursing, most especially certification during their 4 years as members of 
the Board.  At the same time, we welcomed two new members to the Board, 
Marilyn Brownlee and Kari Kilbride and we look forward to working them.  
 
ABOHN has been busy over the past several months presenting on the value of 
certification at the AAOHN conference in Tampa Fl in April and presenting 
posters and exhibiting at both the AAOHN conference and at the AOHP Confer-
ence which was recently held in Baltimore MD. It is always nice to share the 

message of ABOHN and to meet our certification holders at these conferences and to meet new nurses interested in 
obtaining their occupational health nursing certification. To celebrate National Occupational Health Nurseõs week in 
April a phone card pocket was sent to all our credential holders as a small token recognition of your hard work to 
gain and maintain your certification. Please consider recruiting colleagues to obtain COHN, COHN -S and CM certifica-
tion.  
 
The ABOHN Board and office staff continue to work to promote the message of board certification and its value as 

recognition of excellence in the field of occupational health nursing.  You, our certification holders, are important to 

us and we are happy to hear from you. Please know that you can contact us through our website www.abohn.org  or 

by phone (630) 789 -5799.  

A Message from the ABOHN Chair by Michele Willis, BSN, RN, COHN -S 
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ABOHN's examinations are accredited by the 
National Commission of Certifying Agencies 
(NCCA),   the certifying body of the Institute 
for Credentialing   Excellence (ICE).   ABOHN 
is a proud member of the American Board of 
Nursing Specialties (ABNS).  
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Now accepting      
applications for the  

ABOHN  
Executive Director  

Postion  
 

Look inside on Page 4 
for more  information!  

Front: Row: Jean Drevdahl -Orchard, Lisa Wolf,        
Shelly Warrick, Pat Paquin, Michelle Edwards,          
Shari Turley   

Back Row: Nathan Britt, Debbie George, Paula Kerns, 
Anne Robbins, June Magnussen, Peter Mott,             
Derlene Spence -Ogilvie  

Our Examination Development Committee (EDAC) have 
committed to volunteer their time to write and review 
questions for the new ABOHN exams that are to be 
launched in March 2020. This group of Board Certified 
OHNs from across the country came together in Olathe, 
Kansas in March 2019 and met with Chris Traynor of PSI 
Services, our testing vendor, where they learned how to 
write and vet test questions.  

This three day intense training led to over 300 new exam 
questions  written and now in the final review!  

Our thanks to this great team who volunteer their time 
and talents which helps support ABOHN, strengthen our 
exams, and keep us focused on our:  

Vision : ABOHN Certification is recognized and valued as 
the standard to maximize the health and safety of work-
ers worldwide.  

Mission  ABOHN's mission is to promote a standard of 
excellence in occupational health nursing through cre-

Examination Development Advisory Committee (EDAC)  

ABOHN will be soliciting for Subject Matter Experts (SMEs) for a variety of projects in the future. Information 
on our new Standard Setting Committee formation can be found on page 13.  Please consider sharing your  

talents and expertise with us!    

http://www.abohn.org


ABOHN is governed by a Board of Directors composed of certified occupational 
health nurses and one public member that are selected to be representative of the 
community of certified occupational health nurses.   The responsibilities of the 
Board include establishing criteria for certification and setting policies to main-
tain a valid certification program.  

ABOHN 2019ñ2020 Board of Directors 
Page 2 

THE ABOHN REPORT                                                                     Fall 2019  

Governing Council  
 
Chair : Michele Willis, BSN, RN, COHN-S 
Secretary: Melinda Cordova, BSN, RN, COHN/CM  
Treasurer: Lucille Carlson, MSN, MPH, RN, COHN-S/CM 

COHN -S Chair: Denise Matthews , BSN, RN, COHN-S 
COHN Chair: Pam Swann , RN, COHN 
CM Chair: Jean Orchard , Ph.D., RN-BC CCM, CIH, CSP, 
CHMM, COHN -S/CM 

 

Directors  

 
Marilyn Brownlee , NP-PHC, FNP-C, DIH (Toronto), MScN, 
COHN-S/CM (Canada)  

Daurice Holly , RN, COHN, CCM, FAAOHN  
Kari Kilbride, MPH, RN, BSN, COHN-S 
Jim Persoon , Ph.D. (Public Member)  
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Marilyn  Brownlee is  a 
Nurse Practitioner at Anne 
Johnston Health Station 
and a Lecturer at Queenõs 
University School of Nurs-
ing in Toronto, Canada. 
Marilynõs vast experience in 
occupational and public 
health is a great gift to the 
ABOHN Board of Directors.  
 
 
Kari Kilbride is the Senior 
Manager for the Occupa-
tional Medicine Division of 
Healthpartners, in Bloom-
ington, MN. Kari brings a 
strong background in stra-
tegic planning, quality as-
surance and management 
practices to the ABOHN 

Welcome to our New Directors  
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Call for Board of Director Applications  

ABOHN is currently accepting applica-
tions for Board of Directors to serve 
from June 2020 ñJune 2022.  
 
Please consider using your talents and 
experience to help guide the vision and 
mission of ABOHNõs work. We are cur-
rently recruiting six (6) new Directors 
and need representation for all creden-
tial types ñCOHN, COHN -S, COHN/CM, 
and COHN -S/CMñas well as diverse 
industry and time/experience.  
 
You can find the application on our 
website under the ABOUT ABOHN Tab, 
Board of Directors.  
 

https://www.abohn.org/about-abohn/2018-2019-abohn-board-directors
https://www.abohn.org/about-abohn/2018-2019-abohn-board-directors


Every year we have to say good -bye to some amazing people who dedicate their time 
and talents to serve as Directors on the ABOHN Board. Each individual brings their 
own unique skill set to ABOHN and works tirelessly to ensure that the credentials 
continue to be true to the mission of ABOHN: òTo promote a standard of excellence 
in occupational health nursing through credentialing.ó  ABOHN was very fortunate 
to have received the wealth of information, dedication to the profession, and work 
ethic that each board member brought to the table each month.   

Thank you to our retiring Board Members 
Page 3 

 

Wanda Smiling  
Board Service: 2015 ñ2019  

 

Wanda Smiling served on the 
ABOHN Board of Directors from 
2015 -2019. Wandaõs board work 
revolved around the COHN -S, 
Public Relations and Nominat-
ing Committees. Wanda  served 
as the ABOHN Chair from 
2017ñ2019. She brought her 
expertise and wisdom to the 
Board during the Practice Analy-
sis development. As Chair, Wan-
da worked tirelessly to oversee, 
guide, and shape the Board of 
Directorôs strategic planning. 
 

 
THANK YOU WANDA!  

 
 

Noreen Olson  
Board Service: 2015 ñ2019  

 
Noreen Olson served on the 
ABOHN Board of Directors from 
2015 -2019 and learned the 
business by working on the 
COHN-S, CM, Public Relations,  
and Finance Committees. 
Noreen served as the ABOHN 
Treasurer from 2016 -2018 and 
guided ABOHNõs finances 
through the final leg of the fis-
cal changes to the yearly renew-
al scheme.  
 
 
 

 
THANK YOU NOREEN !  

Beverly Hagar  
Board Service: 2016 ñ2018  

 
Beverly Hagar served on the 
ABOHN Board of Directors from 
2016 -2018. During her tenure, 
Bev served in a variety of com-
mittee work and Chaired the 
Nominations Committee from 
2017 -2018. Bev was instrumen-
tal in the development of the 
ABOHN Examination Develop-
ment Advisory Committee 
(EDAC). Along with the EDAC 
development, Bev worked tire-
lessly in recruiting, interviewing 
and selecting new board mem-
bers.  

 
THANK YOU  BEV !  
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